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4 Zif, William B. Two Worlds. A Realistic Approach to 


the Problem of Keeping the Peace. Harper. June 19, 


1946. 335p. $3.00. 


One World or Two Worlds, that is the question. The 
One Worlders are the idealists who see no peace until 
the world is politically unified, and the Two Worlders 
are the realists who foster no hope of achieving political 
union in time to prevent the next war. The idealists say 
that the world must become one soon; the realists answer 
that it cannot be unified for a long time. This dispute 
which often generates more heat than light reminds the 
historian of the wrangles about universal ideas between 
idealists and the realists of Abelard’s day. 


The title of this book sufficiently identifies Ziff as a realist. 
Like everyone else, he admits that our best hope for lasting 
peace lies in some sort of world union, although he is 
honest enough to point out that even world union won’t 
usher in Utopia. But he cannot actually see any hope 
for world union in our time. Here is his analysis of the 
current situation. 


Today there are two political giants—the U. S. and the 
U.S. S. R. Supreme military and supreme economic 
power are invested in these modern Goliaths. But in 
each one of these nations the military and economic re- 
sources are dedicated to a mutually divergent political 
program. Any idea of establishing harmony between 
them is fantastic. For this reason he thinks that the 
United Nations with its veto power is a cruel joke on 
mankind. 


The U. S. S. R. is definitely Communistic and it aims to 
spread Communism throughout the globe because it is 
convinced that the world cannot remain half Communistic 
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and half capitalistic. This is Russia’s long range policy; 
but for the present the commissars are satisfied with estab- 
lishing “friendly” governments along their enlarged 
borders and with provoking disunity among the demo- 
cratic states. As Ziff graphically states, the honeymoon 
of Communism with democracy is over. The Soviets are 
still sweet on Marxism and they are fully aware that time 
is on their side. 


Opposed to Russia and to Communism is the U. S.—the 
bulwark of democracy. With the atomic bomb in our 
possession, we are now at the zenith of our power. Hence 
this is the opportune time for us to organize the rest of 
the world into a democratic federation. This federation 
should include: 1—English speaking North America, the 
British Isles, Australia and New Zealand; 2—Spanish and 
Portuguese speaking America; 3—The Philippines and the 
Indonesian Archipelago. If these three groups are feder- 
ated under our Bill of Rights, then the U. S. S. R. and the 
Communists will be awed by our military and economic 
might; and an equilibrium of power will be struck be- 
tween the two giants. If you ask Ziff how we are to pro- 
ceed in federating these groups, he is not too specific. But 
he says, truly enough, that if you cannot federate these 
groups, then you certainly cannot achieve world unity. 


Ziff’s solution, you will say, is geopolitics. He does not 
deny the charge. The Soviets believe in geopolitics; Ziff 
thinks that we ought to believe in it too. 


What disappoints me in this book is not so much its over- 
emphasis on power—we ought to know how power is ac- 
tually divided in this world —but its neglect of basic 
morality. Here is what Ziff, and evidently the senators who 
endorsed his boak so enthusiastically think: “Beyond the 
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great moral bases from which organized life derives the 
meaning it is to express, we are compelled to follow a 
course based on the objective logic ofered by circum- 
stances themselves, rather than to adjust our policy to 
formal legalisms in whose real authority no one actually 
believes”. Or if that is too profound, how does this strike 
you? “Man is no more or no less moral than he has 
been; and cannot be made more moral than he is.” From 
this it would appear evident that priests are wasting their 
time preaching the Gospel. And if some child should 
ask Ziff, What is man? “Man is a complex being, the result 
of the cumulative impressions of his long heredity, as well 
as of those immediate circumstances which beat upon his 
senses”. And what is our principal duty here on earth? 
“Politics must be the first concern of men”. 
If this be the realism that will keep the peace, then God 
help mankind. 

Harry C. Koenig, 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Catholic Book Club---June Selection 


Waugh. Evelyn. Edmund Campion. Little, Brown. 
June, 1946. 239p. 
Since the reviewers’ controversy occasioned by Brideshead 
Revisited, American readers no longer need to be con- 
vinced of Waugh’s utter eschatological seriousness. But 
they still have scant concept of the critical and cont 
versial side of this novelist, the side revealed bv his work 
for such organs as the London Tablet: reviews of books 
like George Orwell’s recent Dickens, Dali and Others; 
Kiplingesque short stories, like last Christmas’ fictional 
recreation of Romanized Britain and the first stirrings of 
Christianity in the West. The present reissue of 1935’s 
Hawthornden Prize biography serves to focus attention on 
this other aspect of England’s whilom and, we hope, soon 
again comic satirist. 

Biography was not precisely an untried field for Waugh. 
The same year which witnessed the appearance of Decline 
and Fall also saw the publication of his critico-biographical 
study of Dante Gabriel Rossetti. That volume, however, 
emphasized literary criticism; Campion is straighter biog- 
raphy. It is not a long book, for the documentary sources 
are not exactly voluminous, and the straight-shafted in- 
tegrity of Campion’s ardent temperament does not lend 
itself to the discursive treatment Chambers provided for 
many-faceted More. Nor is it definitive, primary, or au- 
thoritative; it adds nothing in a factual way to Richard 
Simpson’s 1867 life. It is best pigeon-holed as a secondary, 
interpretive biographical essay in the best sense of that 
term. 

This martyr student, writer and Jesuit of Elizabeth’s reign 
is a saint after Waugh’s own heart; not only does Campion 
seem to embody, in his peculiar blend of gaiety and holi- 
ness, what Waugh most admires in sanctity, but there is 
a still further kinship between these Oxonians from the 
Sixteenth and Twentieth centuries respectively. If Cam- 
pion is Waugh’s ideal, there has always been something 
peculiarly Elizabethan in the modern writer’s tension and 
grace. 


I pointed out this affinity two years ago in what remains 
to date the only full-length study of Waugh: 
Campion’s gay Oxonian “supernatural solution”, his 
“entirely new spirit” with its “chivalry of Lepanto and 
the poetry of La Mancha, light, tender, generous and 
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ardent”, is a fitting emblem of Waugh’s own quality g 
Catholicism. There is scant trace in Waugh ¢ 
Greene’s Augustinian timbre, although there is som 
if the age of martyrdom returned to England, one feel 
Waugh would go down Campion’s path as merrily g 
he frolics on Commando today—Campion, “who fo, 
lowed holiness, though it led . .. through bitter wa 
to poverty, disgrace, exile, imprisonment and death 
who followed it gaily”. 
More than one current review remarks the same thin 
This very percipient unsigned estimate in Time for July | 
1946, is well worth quoting: 
In the mind of Campion’s biographer supernaturd 
grace clearly bears a relation to a certain kind of gaiey 
It would be interesting to know how Catholic critic 
might relate it to the gaiety and polish, unique in mod 
ern English writing, of A Handful of Dust and Bride 
head Revisited. To judge by Brideshead, at any rat 
Evelyn Waugh may sense a similarity between his mis 
sion as a writer of comedy and Campion’s as a pries: 
“to crie alarme spiritual against foul vice and prow 
ignorance, wherewith many my dear Countrymen ar 
abused”. 
Not all the reviews are so understanding; but I should 
like to indicate that, with the exception of Time’s anony- 
mous reviewer, and even he hints at it in his “at am 
rate”, Catholic and secular reviewer alike make their old 
mistake of assuming the existence of two Waughs: the 
serious and the comic one. It cannot be reiterated teo 
strongly that there is only one Waugh; and that he is mos 
serious when most comic. After all, remember the date} 
of Edmund Campion. It was first published eleven year 
ago, only a year after A Handful of Dust, and with the] 
hilarities of Scoop and Put Out More Flags still to fol 
low; before it has occurred such significant revelations o 
his spiritual temper as the Epilogue to Decline and Fall, 
Vile Bodies’ dreadful glimpse of Margot and her veronal 
anodyne, the excoriating picture of the London supper 
restaurant in the “Third Nightmare” which closes Remote 
People, and that volume’s paragraphs, literally blinding in 
their spiritual and verbal magnificence, on the Church, 
Mass, and Benediction. What may have thrown the 
critics off the scent on this particular issue is the fact 
that, except for Brideshead, 1939’s Robbery Under Law, 
and “Out of Depth”, a fairly early short story, Campion 
is its author’s only explicit essay in Catholicism. 


Mr. Waugh’s spare astringency of style is at its most dis 
tinguished in this short biography; he has pruned incident 
and comment to what the esthetic critics like to call 
“essential”. His book is Stracheyan grace and dimension, 
but the very reverse of Stracheyan in spirit; and it is easy 
enough going for an intelligent high school student. 


With the publication of Edmund Campion only the fol 
lowing volumes of the Waugh canon remain unavailable 
to the American reader: the biography, Rossetti; a book 
of short stories, Mr. Loveday’s Little Outing and Other 
Sad Stories; two chapters of an unfinished novel printed 
in a limited edition under the title, Work Suspended; and 
five politico-philosophical travel books, three of which, 
amalgamated into one, are soon to appear in this country 
under the familiar colophon of Little, Brown. 

Charles A. Brady, 

Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 
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Columbia College. A College Program in Action. Colum- 
bia University Press. July, 1946. xi, 175p. $2.00. 


This book is the report of eleven members of the faculty 


fof Columbia College, known as the Committee on Plans. 


It lives up to its subtitle, “A Review of Working Prin- 
ciples at Columbia College”, by briefly reviewing policies 
and practices in actual use at Columbia, offering some 
mild criticisms and making suggestions for improvement. 


The first half of the book is devoted to the Report proper. 
It deals with such matters as admissions, the Liberal Arts 
Program, introductory and other required courses, elective 
courses, administration, teaching organization, equipment 
and facilities and, finally, with student life at Columbia. 


There is an implicit attitude of smug complacency about 
the first half of the book that may annoy some readers. 
It breaks out into print in several places. Witness the 
following: “We have a warrantable pride in the fact that 
the ‘new paths’ that are opening before many of our best- 
known colleges are paths that we have first explored and 
then travelled with familiarity” (p. 4) “This course 
(Introduction to Contemporary Civilization) is the highly 
respected grandparent of all ‘orientation’ courses” (p. 
144). “By and large, Columbia College is exceptional, in 
fact highly exceptional, both for the number and the 
latitude of its elective courses, aided as it is by its access 
to the large and well-manned graduate departments of 
the University” (p. 43). 


The second half of the book explains in detail the program 
of “Introductory Courses” in Contemporary Civilization, 
in the Humanities, and in the Sciences. Lists of the as- 
signed readings which are proper to these courses are 
given. There are also interesting and practical chapters 
on Foreign Languages, Physical Education and Hygiene, 
and The Collogium on Important Books. A good case is 
made for the Introductory Courses which are prescribed 
for the Freshman and Sophomore years. The acute 
problem of student deficiencies in English is faced realisti- 
cally and a practical solution is offered. 


The book as a whole should make profitable reading for 
college educators and those interested in higher educa- 
tion. Although directed principally to the Columbia 
faculty, it has much that will be of suggestive value to 
other educators and colleges. 
Edward V. Stanford, O.S.A., 
Augustinian College, 
Washington 17, D. C. 
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Reynolds, Quentin. 70,000 to 1. The Story of Lt. Gordon 
Manuel. Random House. July 11, 1946. 217p. $2.50. 


Gordon Manuel probably never realized how helpful his 
hunting experiences in Maine were going to be when he 
enlisted in the Air Force in May, 1941. But two years 
later, when the B-17, on which he was bombardier, was 
shot down and he found himself alone in the jungles of 
New Britain, he soon learned how to use that early train- 
ing to save his life. Having flown twenty-five missions 
over Rabaul he was fairly well acquainted with that 
country from the air. However this furnished him with 
no knowledge of the attitude of the natives nor of the 
number of Japs occupying the island. According to the 
title of the book there were 70,000 of them. And as it 


turned out Manuel found himself in the midst of a 
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friendly tribe who hid him from the enemy. Of course 
there were moments when the game seemed to be over 
but each time the flier succeeded in eluding his would be 
capturers. Finally, after nine months, through the aid of 
an Australian secret patrol operating on the island he was 
rescued by an American submarine. 


There’s little more to say about 70,000 to 1 than that it 
is an interesting tale of human ingenuity and courage that 
offers a few hours of entertainment on a warm summer 
night. But don’t look for the “sheer excitement and ad- 
venture” of the jacket blurb. It is simply another after 
thought story of war experiences that can be taken or 
forgotten without missing anything. 

Francis J. Ullrich, 

New York City 


Catholic Literary Foundation---July 
Selection 
Wise, Evelyn Voss. The Light of Stars. Bruce. July 23, 
1946. 221p. $2.50. 


This is a dilute, American version of the theme of The 
World, the Flesh and Father Smith with the background 
that of Baltimore from 1899 to the near present and the 
protagonist Father Gregory Lane, whom the Bishop had 
transferred from a scholarly life to that of pastor of his 
native St. Christopher Italian parish. 


It is a tale of small parish problems, reminiscent of Doran 
Hurley’s accounts of “The Old Parish” but on a more 
serious level. Beginning on the pleasant note of the 
wedding of Innocenza the tone quickly shifts to that of 
tragedy in the capsizing of an excursion steamer. Light 
and shade alternate to maintain reader interest; some- 
times a little melodrama seeps in as with the return of 
his long-lost father who died in his son’s arms. While 
not a profound novel it is a popular one that should 
appeal to the entire family. 


* 


Frey, Ruby F. Red Morning. 
380p. $3.00. 


Jane Bell wanted an active life, she wanted to be in the 
center of events and life at Bow Bells, the family’s Virginia 
plantation, was far too sedate and vapid for her. Conse- 
quently on his promise to take her to the frontier she 
married Edward McClain. As the story opens we find 
her waiting at Wills Creek to go West with a party of 
settlers under Christopher Gist and take up land along 
the Youghiogheny River. Edward sickened on the day 
of departure and wilful Jane was forced to remain be- 
hind. His subsequent death seemed to shatter her hopes 
but she stubbornly remained at Wills Creek refusing to 
return to her parents. Casting about for a new husband 
she finds John Frazier, able, sardonic, practical trader, who 
envisions colonial prosperity if the frontiers can be pushed 
westward and settled. 


The French foothold in the Ohio Valley blocks such a 
move and both colonial and English governments are 
apathetic toward any moves leading toward war with 
France. After choosing him coldbloodedly Jane falls in 
love with Frazier and his plans but he holds her at arms 
length for some time. The story is built around Wash- 
ington’s moves to dislocate the French, his early failure, 
Braddock’s subsequent disaster and Forbes’s final success. 


July 12, 1946. 


Putnam. 
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It is the usual story of these events with official dilatoriness 
and pigheadedness being stressed. Jane and John Frazier 
move through these events with Jane marrying John in 
spite of Dorkey, the beautiful and sluttish, self-interested 
bound girl. She suspects John of complicity with the 
French, a suspicion strengthened by an incident in which 
John’s superior rifles seem to be sold to the French. Be- 
tween the Braddock and Forbes expeditions she is cap- 
tured by Indians and taken down the Ohio as the mate 
of an Indian brave. She finally escapes and returns to 
find John married to Dorkey. After several months, 
Dorkey, on her deathbed clears all suspicion from Jane’s 
mind by confessing her forgery of John’s name on notes 
to the French and with Forbes defeating the French the 
story ends on the usual happy note. 

Artistically there is little merit in this adventure story 
with an historical background. Morally it is somewhat 
objectionable due to the insinuatingly suggestive style in 
which it is written and the inclusion of occasional pro- 
fanity. The book is suitable for adult readers but there 
is little reason to recommend it. 

* * 


O’Brien, John A. Truths Men Live By. 
June 25, 1946. xii, 427p. $2.75. 

Without the truth human life is barren and void of mean- 
ing. In the answers to the questions which underlie all 
religious faith man has a solid foundation upon which to 
build his life. These are the truths which offer him a 
“Philosophy of Religion and Life”, which is the sub-title 
of Father O’Brien’s book. 

Since God is the author of all truth it necessarily follows 
that the truths of religion, philosophy, and science must 
harmonize. They can no more contradict one another 
than can God contradict Himself. Thus in presenting 
these religious truths the author has striven to answer 
man’s questions in the light of the findings of modern 
research in philosophy, history, scripture and _ science. 
And he does it in a style and language that is not technical 
but simple, lavishly sprinkled with stories and illustrations 
from his own readings and experiences. 


Following a presentation of the arguments proving the 
existence of God Father O’Brien discusses the bond that 
links man with God. The meaning, universality, and 
origin of religion, as well as its relationship with society 
and morality form the basis of this discussion. Man is 
unlike all other living creatures and the distinguishing 
mark is a rational soul. This brings up the questions of 
the immortality of the soul and the freedom of the will. 
Since the question of man’s origin has always been of 
such absorbing human interest the theory of evolution and 
the creation of man are thoroughly analyzed in order to 
show that there is no disharmony between the Bible and 
science. The final section of the book is devoted to the 
divinity of Christ as revealed to mankind through the 
Gospels. 

Inasmuch as the author has been teaching the philosophy 
of religion to college students for two decades or more his 
book should find wide use in such courses. It is our 
fervent hope, however, that its scope will not be limited 
to academic halls but that the volume will find its way 
to many other hearts and minds. It is enthusiastically 


recommended. 
Frank J. Ullrich, 
New York City 
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Crime Club---July Selection | 
Weston, Garnett. The Hidden Portal. Doubleday. Jul 
11, 1946. 248p. $2.00. 
An adventure yarn in the Rider Haggard tradition whic] 
incorporates Spanish Civil War incidents into Germa 
postwar plotting; and drops bombs from British plang 
upon the hidden entrance to an ancient subterranea) 
passage under the Straits of Gibraltar where lie forgotte 
bags of gold and precious jewels from old Carthage. 
Central figure is 26-year old Nic Shepherd, an American 
flyer not long since released from Spanish National force} 
and a Spanish prison camp, and newly joined up with th 
RAF forces in Malta. In his company as foil and Dr} 
Watson is a 22-year old British flier named Oldershay} 
who does little to advance the plot beyond offering com 
petition for the interest of young Joan Formby, daughte 
of an American doctor living in Morocco. 
Balancing these three characters are others: Senora Kit] 
Acris and her daughter, both courtesans. The former | 
a special friend of the brutal Spanish governor, Campo | 
mento, and the present wife of the learned, unscrupulow 
Dr. Acris who has recently found the hidden entrance 
to the passage, and the former wife of 85-year old Captain 
William Turkeypile whom Dr. Acris has asked to cary 
off the gold and jewels in his battered old freighter, 
Aligned with these is also a German maior, interested in 
the strategic possibilities the underwater route offers o 
attacking the Rock. 
The two groups make contact in a gambling house wher 
Hamdushi the Liar, a native Walter Winchell, has e 
corted the fliers on a sight-seeing tour. Thereafter the 
action increases in pace and violence, with Captain Tur| 
keypile very much in the center of things, until Spanish| 
and German forces imitate the Kilkenny cats, and a stray 
bomb dropped from an English reconnaisance plane close 
once more the entrance to the subterranean passage. 
A very tired and unoriginal plot, and an uninspired se 
of characters, Hamdushi the Liar aside. Readers who 
like this sort of thing may find it worth the reading time 


necessary to finish it. 
Helen L. Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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